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Prof. Michael Eastham Laudatum
Michael Eastham received his early education in Manchester Grammar School and Merton Col-
lege, Oxford. In 1959, after a successful undergraduate career, he was awarded a Domus Senior
Scholarship by Merton College to enable him to pursue postgraduate studies under the guidance of
E.C.Titchmarsh. In 1961, in recognition of the excellence of the research for his D.Phil thesis, he
was presented with the prestigious Senior Mathematical Scholarship by the University of Oxford.
In 1978 he was awarded the Keith Prize and Gold Medal by the Royal Society of Edinburgh for
his contribution to classical analysis, and was made a Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh in
1982.
After a year as Junior Research Fellow of Merton College, Michael left Oxford in 1962 to take
up an appointment at Reading University. Later he held positions in the universities of Southampton,
London (Chelsea College and King’s College) where he was Professor of Pure Mathematics
1980–1988, and Bahrain. At present he is an honorary Professorial Fellow of the University of
Wales at Cardi=.
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He has made a signiAcant contribution to classical analysis, with an impressive output of 4 books
and over 100 papers to date. His main area of expertise is the spectral theory of linear ordinary
di=erential equations. Of notable signiAcance is his work on the asymptotics of solutions. Using the
technique of repeated diagonalisation with consummate skill and eCcacy, he has obtained powerful
results on asymptotics in a number of papers which were the basis of his well-known book on
the subject. His results have enabled him and his students to make a comprehensive analysis of
the deAciency index problem for equations with suitably smooth coeCcients. In recent years he
has developed his work on asymptotics in a manner suitable for inclusion as an algorithm that can
be realised on a computer, and has applied his methods e=ectively to a problem of considerable
current interest, namely, that of the location of Sturm–Liouville resonances. Out of Michael’s long
and impressive list of publications, the papers [1–15] listed below are particularly noteworthy, and
are good examples of the power of his analysis.
Michael has been a leading Agure in the subject for the last 40 years. He has lectured on his
work in many countries, and his books have become standard texts. He continues to be very active
in research, his current main areas of activity being spectral concentration and resonance problems.
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